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Keynote speakers (in alphebetic order of surnames)

Keynote 1: JIN Lixian (% 32 %%) - Chair Professor in Applied Linguistics and Dean of Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences at City University of Macau. Over 200 of her publications
focus on researching cultures of learning, intercultural communication, metaphor and
narrative analysis and bilingual clinical assessments.

Topic: Developing Critical Thinking and Creativity in Language Teaching

Abstract:

It is important to develop students’ and teachers’ critical thinking in order to lead to creativity
through the practice of language teaching and learning. This talk will discuss concepts and
definitions of critical thinking, using Chinese traditional thoughts and some Western
contemporary definitions and approaches. A proposed critical thinking (CT) process and the
balance between CT and creativity are shown on how they influence and complement each
other. Language teaching examples will be given to illustrate how relevant awareness can be
raised and skills of critical thinking and creativity can be applied to from basic language
teaching to more elaborated language exercises. The concept of Cultures of Learning will be
presented to raise the awareness of intercultural learning for the application of critical
thinking and creativity in language teaching practices.

Keynote 2: Agnes KUKULSKA-HULME - Professor of Learning Technology and
Communication in the Institute of Educational Technology at The Open University, where she
leads the Future Learning Research and Innovation Programme and the Innovating Pedagogy
series of reports.

Topic: Exploring Creativity in Mobile Language Learning

Abstract:

Mobile language learning harnesses the power of mobility combined with computational
assistance to enable new language learning experiences in the digital era. At their best, these
learning experiences can improve language acquisition and practice, while also enhancing the
development of desirable skills and talents such as creativity, problem solving, self-regulation,
collaboration and translanguaging. Putting creativity under the spotlight, the talk will explore
how this concept relates to research and practice in mobile (assisted) language learning,
where it remains underexplored. We will consider how creativity sometimes comes into play
when mobile technologies are combined with other learning resources, and when
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overcoming adversity in challenging socio-economic contexts, such as those characterised by
determined learners with limited access to mobile devices, learning materials and support.

Keynote 3: LI Wei (%E — Director and Dean of the UCL Institute of Education where
he is also Professor of Applied Linguistics. His research covers different aspects of
bilingualism and multilingualism. He is Editor of the International Journal of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism and Applied Linguistics Review.

Topic: Translanguaging and Tranf3cripting Sinographs: (Re)Creating sociolinguistic realities
through learning

Abstract:

To many, the writing system is the most challenging part of teaching and learning the Chinese
language. It also is, or can be, the most fun and creative part. Social media has provided a new
platform for playing with written Chinese characters for a variety of reasons, including
creative subversion. In this talk, | emphasise the importance of bringing what is happening in
the digital world in terms of language play, especially playful subversion with Chinese
characters, into teaching and learning, not only to motivate the learners but also to enhance
their Critical Cosmopolitanism, which should be crucial to the learning of any language. | do
so through the lens of Translanguaging and TranBcripting, using examples of creative
Sinographs.

Keynote 4: ZHAO Yang (#X#7) - Professor and Dean of the School of Chinese as a

Second Language, Peking University, China. His research areas include second language
acquisition, generative grammar and sociolinguistics. He is currently vice president of the
International Society for Chinese Language Teaching and chief editor of the journal
International Chinese Language Education.
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